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Our Promise: For all families, The Focus Foundation promises to develop the latest and
most innovative care. The Focus Foundation believes in novel and "out of the box"
thinking that produces scientific breakthroughs that enable children with neurogenetic
disorders to lead better and more fruitful lives.

A Letter from Dr. Sprouse:
 

Dear Parents, Family, and Friends,

2017 proved to be another amazing year for our
research and mission of The Focus Foundation! We
made new friends, caught up with old friends, sent
several of our boys off to prom and college, and added
new wonderful members to our growing team!

In addition to our current team of specialty fields that
include Neurodevelopment, Neurogenetics, Physical

Therapy, Immunology, Speech and Executive Functioning, we welcome a Pediatric
Endocrinologist to ensure that our families have care to suit their every need and provide
greater success for your children. We are proud of our team and are so happy to be able
to offer our patients full circle care and guidance!

This year our research was presented at the Annual Clinical Genetics Meeting in Phoenix,
Arizona, The Society for Study of Behavioural Phenotypes Meeting (SSBP) in the
Netherlands, and the American Society of Human Genetics Meeting (ASHG) in Orlando,
Florida. We also presented two International parent educational conferences in Italy and in

http://thefocusfoundation.org/


the UK, focusing on 49, XXXXY. Our book on XY Variations was integrated into several
new medical schools across the country, helping to educate our next generation of
medical professionals on these X and Y Chromosomal  Variations. Our generous families
and donors provided us extraordinary fundraisers and support, which then allow us to
help families, disseminate novel and creative strategies throughout the world and foster
the success each and every child deserves.

It has been a wonderful year for The Focus Foundation, but we can’t help but look forward
to 2018, which will bring us the start-up of our YouTube Channel, additional published
scientific articles, and hopefully one more International XY Variation Conference location!

We hope this holiday season finds your family enjoying the love and excitement of the
season and all happy memories and good fortune in this New Year! We look forward to
seeing you all soon! 
 

Seasons Greetings from our family to yours, 
Dr. Carole Samango-Sprouse and The Entire Focus Foundation Team

January 11, 2018



Dr. Sprouse is going LIVE on Facebook
January 11th!
Submit YOUR question to cbedard@thefocusfoundation.org and Dr. Sprouse could be
answering your question in a live Q&A! Be sure to “Like” The Focus Foundation on
Facebook and tune in on January 11, 2018.

12 pm, EST
11 am, CT
10 am, MT
9 am, PST
5 pm, United Kingdom
6 pm, Italy

Can’t log in live? Be sure to submit your question ahead of time and watch the replay
later! Please submit all questions by January 3rd.

July 18, 2018

Our 15th Annual 49ers Clinic
In Annapolis, Maryland 
July 18th – 20th, 2018

Can you believe the Annual 49ers Clinic is celebrating our 15th year?

Registration open to all 49ers across the globe this spring.

November 30­December 2, 2018

UK Conference

Follow Us On Facebook

mailto:cbedard@thefocusfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/thefocusfoundation


We are happy to return to the UK November 30th – December 2nd, 2018!

The Focus Foundation will require a minimum of 10 families to register for this annual
conference in order to make the jump across the pond. 
Help us spread the word! 

*Registration will open in July.

News to FOCUS on:
Thank you to our families for hosting the Oktoberfest and Rare Affair Benefits for The
Focus Foundation! The Focus Foundation is a nonprofit research organization that is
funded exclusively by the generosity and thoughtfulness of our friends and families. These
fundraisers allow The Focus Foundation to continue to fulfill its wonderful mission.

Introducing Our:
“Spotlight of the Season!”

We will be featuring a new child each season to
highlight their incredible achievements and put a little
“spotlight” on the good they are doing! These
achievements can be in school, sports, or for their
overwhelming love and positivity.

We want your nominations! Let us know what the
special child in your life is up to and how they are
excelling and be sure to include a photo. Their story
could be shared on our Facebook page or Newsletter.



Please send nominations to
cbdard@thefocusfoundation.org.

2017 Focus Foundation Holiday Gift Guide

All Holiday Gift guide options can be found through Amazon. Don’t forget to use
your amazonsmile account to make a charitable donation to The Focus Foundation
through your regular purchases! 

Gonge Riverstones: These fun riverstones are great for
improving coordination and balance! Each side of the
stones vary in steepness and difficulty and can be used
with friends and siblings of a range of ages!

mailto:cbdard@thefocusfoundation.org
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/


Alex Toys Active Play Monkey Balance Board: This
fun monkey board promotes fun and gross motor skill
development. Recommended for ages 3+.

Blockbeard's Blance Boat Balancing Game: A game
that focuses on developing fine motor skills while also
encouraging critical thinking and problem solving! Stack
all kinds of fun pieces, all of different shapes and sizes
to make balancing extra challenging.

Magnet Blocks: These popular magnet blocks are
great for all ages and encourage fine motor
development, logical thinking, imagination, and
perception ability. They are fun to grasp for baby’s little
hands and fun to build a fun model for older children!

Jumbo Nuts and Bolts (STEM Toy): For toddlers and
preschoolers. Match shapes and colors and start to
develop fine motor skills when they twist nuts and bolts
together, stack or build as they learn through
coordination, pairing, and hand-eye coordination.

Weighted Blanket: These weighted blankets offer your
child the calming feel of pressure they may need to
calm anxiety or encourage better sleep. They come in a
variety of sizes and weights to suit each child and the
soft fabric is great for sensory input.

Edushape Rainbow Soft Ball: This rainbow ball (or any
ball for that matter!) can help encourage socialization in
a game of back and forth rolling or catching. Don’t
forget balls, especially one like this which is fun to



shake, encourage gross motor skills and hand-eye
coordination. Get a soft spiky ball for extra sensory
stimulation!

Little Hands Learn to Dress Monkey: This little guy, in
addition to all his color and textures, has snap on
straps, buttons, hook and loops, and zippers to keep
fidgeting hands busy and learn how to navigate getting
dressed!

Latches Activity Board: These fun activity boards help
kids build dexterity as they figure out how each latch
works while building fine and gross motor skills. Also
discover colors, numbers, and animals!

Yoga Pretzels:We loved our friend, Bonnie Zucker’s
suggestion to work on calming anxious tendencies with
these fun yoga cards! Play a game of stretch and
relaxation before bed!

The "That's Not my" Book Series: These touchy-feely
board books come with simple, repetitive text, tactile
patches, and bold illustrations suitable for sensory play
in babies and toddlers! The series includes different
animals and cars to suit each child’s favorites!



Hey, we just call it like we see it! Awesomeness is all around us! 



2017 New Books for Kids



Parents Corner

Dr. Sprouse's Book Bonnie Zucker's Book



Carol Kranowitz's Books Carol Kranowitz's Books

Carol Kranowitz's Books



Contribut to the Focus Foundation
Have you considered sending a contribution to the Focus Foundation? 
Visit thefocusfoundation.org or click the button below to donate.

You can give more without spending more.
Many companies will match your donation to The Focus Foundation. Check with your
personnel or human resources office to see if your company participates in a matching
program. Many thanks to the families employed at the companies below who have
doubled their donations through community partnership programs!

Our Family of Sponsors

Donate Online Today

http://thefocusfoundation.org/donate/
http://thefocusfoundation.org/donate/
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